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PTA'S PURPOSE

To make every child’s potential a reality by
engaging and empowering families and com-
munities to advocate for all children.

Be a hero! Join Today!

BERVER TECH

CALLING ALL HEROES!

The PTA needs your help!

The following is a list of 2014-2015 PTA
Board and Chair positions available: Bilin-
gual Liaison and Website.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of
these positions or have any questions about
what these positions entail, please contact
Kassandra Hart at kassandra.hart@gmail.com

SUPER BIRTHDAYS

December 9 Jacqueline Roberson
December 27 Melody Shevlin
January 2 Marcie Romero
January 3 Christina Estefano
January 5 Daniel Hulshult
January 16 Yuri Castilleja
January 18 Linda Allen
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halfway through the school year. As we approach the halfway point, it is a good
time to evaluate how the school year has gone so far so we can make adjust-
ments to the second half of the year. In order for us to continuously improve our
service to you and your children, we are asking you to take a few minutes to
complete a parent survey. The survey can be accessed during the week of De-
cember 15th at our website: http://www.garlandisdschools.net/beaver.

Your opinions and feedback are important to us, so I hope that you will take the
time to fill out the survey. The more information we have on how we are doing
will help us as we plan for the remainder of the school year and next year.

If you do not have access to a computer, please contact us at 972-494-8301 to obtain a paper copy
(English or Spanish) to complete and return to the school office no later than January 17. The computer
lab will also be available for parents to complete the survey electronically during the school day.

We would like to thank you for entrusting your child’s education with
the staff at Beaver Technology Center. We take great pride in delivering
the best education to your child with highly qualified teachers and sup-
port staff.

We sincerely hope you will take the time to give us feedback and indi-
cate areas where we can improve our services for both you and your
child. As always, we appreciate your support.

g

Jason Adams, Principal
3232 March Lane, Garland, TX 75042
972.494.8301

Sheri Flinn, Assistant Principal
Marcie Romero, Counselor
Kassandra Hart, PTA President
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PTA NEWS

by Kassandra Hart, PTA President

Winter break is just around the corner and I’m looking forward to spending
extra time with my family and friends over the holidays. It’s a good time
to take stock of what we’ve accomplished with the first half of the school
year and to make plans for what is to come in the spring.

We are making progress on all of our goals this year. The PTA has helped
get the Minecraft Club started by purchasing the software and individual
licenses needed for club participants. Club participants will be working on
collaborative projects in the world of Minecraft!

Students are also learning about a new Character and Leadership trait each
month. The PTA purchased a new “21* Century Learner” key ring for
— each student so they can begin collecting a character and leadership spirit
stick each month. There will be other opportunities to earn spirit sticks as well like Red Ribbon
Week, UIL participation, and positive behavior on campus (caught reading, caught being safe, etc.).

At the beginning of the year, the PTA allotted $50 per teacher to purchase supplies and materials for
their classrooms. District approved vendors don’t always have what a teacher needs for his/her
classroom. This money gives teachers the opportunity to purchase needed items that they would
otherwise have to pay for out-of-pocket.

Add in all the school and PTA events we’ve had in the last few months and it’s been a very busy and
very productive year so far!

I hope that you all have a safe and happy holiday season.

YEARBOOK

by Rebecca Thiehoff

HOSPITALITY

by Melissa Elliott

GOBBLE GOBBLE!! Thank you to everyone
that helped with assembling and delivering the
Thanksgiving “turkey” snack bags to the teach-
ers and staff. We hope the turkeys didn’t eat
the snacks before the teachers were able to.

Hello Beaver Stars! If you would like to submit
photos for possible publication in our yearbook
we have set up a new email account. Just send
your pictures to beaverptayearbook@gmail.com.
Just attach your pictures to the email with a little
bit of info about the picture, such as grade or
event. We want this yearbook to have as many
viewpoints as possible in it.

The PTA will be hosting our annual holiday
luncheon and complimentary gift wrapping for
the teachers and staff on Friday, December
12th. We will need LOTS of volunteers to help
with the luncheon and wrapping. We will also
need donations of food, wrapping paper, bows
and ribbons.

We are still accepting orders for the school year-
book. If you would like to place an order there
are forms in the office and order forms will be

sent home weekly in Thursday folders. Please watch your Thursday folders for further

I would like to take an opportunity to information and volunteer opportunities.

thank those that have donated money for stu-
dents that cannot afford yearbooks. We have
included an option to donate on the yearbook
order forms. Donations add up, so please consid-
er contributing even a couple of dollars with
your order.

As always, I am open to suggestions to ensure
we express our appreciation to our staff and
teachers.

I can be reached at melliott0508@yahoo.com

V.‘

I want to thank all of our artists that entered the
Yearbook Cover Contest. This is one part I espe-
cially love about doing the yearbook. It gives our
students a feeling of ownership to be involved in
what our yearbook looks like.

\ .
GOBBLE
GOBBLE

Happy Jhanksgiving

Congrats to our Winners:
1st place: Dalia Okashah
2nd place: Hammad Ahmed
3rd place: Ashley Archuleta
4th place: Bethel Amberer
Sth place: Solomn Halaby

SPIRIT STICKS

by Heather Bryant

What exactly are Spirit Sticks, you ask? During Red
Ribbon Week, every student received their very
own Beaver Tech Spirit Ring with a Red Ribbon
Week Stick to kick off our Spirit Stick program.

Spirit Sticks are for sale on the first Friday of each
month and during special events. We will also have
special edition Sticks on sale during the holidays.
Sticks are $1 each and the money raised goes to-
wards purchasing more sticks.

PTA has purchased some for achievements such as
Caught Being Safe, Marvelous Manners, Star Stu-
dents, Character Pillars, and much more that your
child has the opportunity to earn throughout the
school year. Kids can collect them, trade them, or
give them to friends and best of all it doesn't end up
in the trash.

Be on the lookout for new sticks all the time as the
inventory is constantly changing. The next Spirit
Stick sale date will be Friday, December 5th during
lunches. Holiday Spirit Sticks will be on sale the
week of December 15th-18th. Keep an eye out in
Thursday folders and on our Facebook page for
more information and a sneak peek at the new Holi-
day designs.

The dates for Spirit Stick sales will be:

December 5, 2014 March 6, 2015
January 2, 2015 April 10, 2015
February 6, 2015 May 1, 2015

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

by Valerie McElroy

There is lots of FUN to be had in P. E. in Decem-
ber! We will be enjoying lots of Christmas themed
games along with bowling. Also, we will continue
to learn about our muscles and how they work.

In January, we will have our Jump Rope for Heart
kickoff and practice our jump roping skills. Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to fundraise for the
American Heart Association. Last year Beaver
Stars raised over $5,000 dollars to help fund re-
search for heart related diseases. We will also learn
about ways to keep our heart healthy and strong.
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

by Susan Elliot

Thanks for your continued support of our Box
Tops program. In December we received a
check for $960.00! Thanks to everyone who
sent Box Tops to school.

The money raised from Box Tops goes to
make purchases of equipment that we could
not otherwise afford. Because of the program,
we now have a complete class set of iPod
Touch devices for our music students.

ROOM REP COORDINATOR

by Jo Herrador

Hello Beaver Parents! I wanted to thank every-
one who has volunteered as room parents.

We still have some classrooms that need a room
representative! If you would like to volunteer as
a room parent, please contact me or fill out the
room parent volunteer form that was sent in
your child’s Thursday folder.

You may contact me at:
johannaherrador@gmail.com or 214-681-1269

Winter parties are just around the corner and we
will be needing volunteers in the classrooms
during the parties.

Please be on the lookout for flyers from your
room reps on how you can help! They will be
sent home in your child’s Thursday folder.

Once again, thank you for all that you do. Your
help is greatly appreciated!

ARTS SHOWCASE ON THE HORIZON

By Susan Elliott

It’s time to start thinking about the annual Arts Showcase (Talent
Show). We call it Arts Showcase because a typical Talent Show has
judges and awards, which our show does not. This is a chance for stu-
dents to perform in a friendly, supportive environment. Typically, our
show features singers, dancers, and instrumentalists. In past years we
have also had origami, martial arts, science demonstrations, basketball
skills, jokesters, puppeteers, gymnasts, cheer leaders, and twirlers.

Students, start planning your routines. Auditions will be held after
school on February 27 and 28. We want to see your talent and creativi-

ty.
As in past years, our 5* graders will be sponsoring the concessions.
Join us on Tuesday evening, March 18. Be amazed at the talent of our

Beaver Stars. Enjoy the hospitality of our 5" graders. It’s a family
friendly evening you won’t want to miss.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT REFLECTIONS CONTEST

By Kassandra Hart
by Claudia Mojica
The due date for the Reflections Contest is Tues-
day, December 2™, There are six categories you
can enter: Dance Choreography, Film Production,
Literature, Musical Composition, Photography,
and Visual Arts. The theme this year is: The
World Would Be A Better Place If...

Thank you Beaver families for making our Annual
Multicultural Dinner a great success! A big thank
you for all of our volunteers, both adult and stu-
dent, for all your hard work. It was great to see
everyone come together to share a meal and cele-
brate our diverse cultures. It was both a wonderful | Entry forms were sent home in Thursday folders.
and delicious opportunity to learn about and cele- | If you need an extra form, they are available in the
brate our heritages. front office and in the document holder in the
main hallway outside the office. Return your
entries to school.

If you have any questions about the Reflections
Contest, you may contact
Kassandra.hart@gmail.com.

worta
WouldBe
A\Retter

“LIKE”” US ON FACEBOOK

HTTP://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BEAVERPTA

STAY SUPER CONNECTED!

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

@GBEAVERPTA
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UlL+

By Sheri Flinn

Beaver Technology Center hosted this year’s Dis-
trict-wide UIL+ event, with 5 other schools partici-
pating, on Thursday, Nov. 20th. Almost 100 Dis-
trict employees volunteered to assist with the event
and over 60 Beaver Stars competed in 10 events.
An awards program will be held on Friday, Dec.
5" at 2:00pm, to recognize the students and coach-
es who participated this year. Parents will be invit-
ed. Look for a list of ribbons winners next month
and thanks to everyone for their support.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

By Esteban Mojica

I hope you had a Wonderful Thanksgiving and
are getting ready to enjoy the Christmas sea-
son. Thank you to everyone who helped at the
Multi-Cultural Dinner, it was a huge success due
to your hard work and efforts. I know we’ll
have lots of time away from school, but I wanted
to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. We will have events
coming up so please be on the lookout for any
flyers and other handouts in the weekly fold-
ers. Please let me know if you have interests in
helping volunteer by sending an email to bea-
verptavolunteer@gmail.com.

el Newsleg,, Newsleggy,
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES -DUE DATE

Articles for the February edition of the newsletter
are due Wednesday, January 28, 2015. If you
have any questions, comments, or suggestions
regarding the newsletter, please contact me at
kat@katspencer.com.
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COMMUNITY CLEANUP

E-WASTE

by Susan Elliott

Keep saving your old

electronics for us, work-

ing or not. In November, s

we received over $500 for -6 ‘
items that would other- !

wise have been headed
for the trash - AKA the
landfill. That’s the most
we have ever earned.

Thanks so much!

We take just about anything that runs on a
plug or battery. We take computer compo-
nents and peripherals, household electronics
and appliances. The best money makers are
cell phones, hand held devices, laptops, and
printer cartridges. We also recycle batteries,
sporting equipment, books, and used clothing
and shoes.

If your business is replacing a substantial

By Claudia Mojica number of computers or other electronics,
please let them know of our project. The

The Annual Community “ recycling company can do a pick-up at your
~ ~ site, to save the problem of transporting eve-

Cleanup and Picnic will
be scheduled in the
Spring. More details
will be sent home in
your child’s Thursday

Folder as we get closer L
to the date. b A7

rything to the school.

The next pick up date will be on March 21,
which is the Friday after Spring Break.

Your recycling is good for the planet our
children will inherit, and it raises money for
Beaver. Thanks for your help.

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGIIBIIIIIIIIIIII PTA BOARD AND CHAIRMEN

‘ PTA President
‘D‘J’; Kassandra Hart

Kassandra.hart@gmail.com

1st VP of Membership A

Mariah Rice LY

ryanOmariah@pverizon.net

2nd VP of Fundraising h
%~
I .. I

Heather Bryant
\ hbryant1120@gmail.com

3rd VP of Communications
Kat Spencer

kat@katspencer.com

Treasurer
Cash Craig

Cwcraig@hotmail.com

. Secretary
' Heidi Judy
_ heidibjudy@gmail.com

Parliamentarian Aﬂ

Jennifer Vandertulip e o j SusanElliott
JLVander@garlandisd.net SDElliott@garlandisd.net

Arts in Education A Bilingual Liaison

Dee Portilla-Eakin OPEN

deidre.eakin@gmail.com U

Auction Health, Safety, & Legislation
Chelsea Jones Christina Craig
chelsea2184@yahoo.com Christina.craig@usoncology.com
Auction Hospitality

Kelsie Taff Melissa Elliott

kelsietaff@gmail.com melliott0508@yahoo.com
Carnival Parent Involvement
OPEN Claudia Mojica

csmojica26@gmail.com
Council Delegate (1)
Amy Hill
ahill972@mac.com

Room Rep. Coordinator
Johanna Herrador

johannaherrador@gmail.com

Council Delegate (2) Volunteer Coordinator

Felicia Thornhill Esteban Mojica
mremojica@gmail.com
| Yearbook

'R Rebecca Thiehoff

feliciathornhill@yahoo.com

Environmental

S rebeccad628@yahoo.com
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CONSIDER MAKING YOUR HOME A “NO-SMOKING ZONE”

by Susan Elliott, Environmental Chair

“Probably the single most important aspect of indoor air pollution is secondhand
cigarette smoke," says Philip Landrigan, MD, a pediatrician and director of the
Children's Environmental Health Center at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in
New York City.

Cigarette smoke contains more than 4,000 chemicals. Research shows that
secondhand smoke increases a child's risk of developing ear and respiratory infec-
tions, asthma, cancer, and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). For the smoker,
this addiction causes cancer, breathing problems, heart attacks, and stroke.

If you want to stop smoking, support groups, nicotine-replacement therapy, and other medications can help.
Find a method that works for you, get some support (friends, family, fellow quitters, counseling), and think
positive. Focus on your reasons for quitting -- not on your cravings.

More Americans than ever before have kicked the habit, according to the CDC. But if you relapse, make sure
you don’t smoke inside the house. "If you just can't quit, at least smoke outside," Landrigan says.

@ THANKYOU

The source for the information contained in this article is:
http://www.webmd.com/lung/features/12-ways-to-improve-indoor-air-quality?
page=2

FORNOT
SMOKING
BE YOUR KID'S SUPERHERO!
BE PTA!

Want to keep up to date on your child’s
attendance? Maybe you want to know what
grade they got on their math test this week
or if they forgot to turn in their homework?

Skyward is a great way to get the latest
information on your student and how they
are performing in school. Sign up by click-
ing the link on the Beaver Tech homepage
www.garlandisdschools.net/beaver

SKYWAR %

The Key 2o Student Informati f.

MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS

Parents can access the Morning Announce-
ments at any time from the Beaver Tech
homepage. The link will take you to the
High School Cube website where you can
log in with Facebook or create and account
to watch.

BE A HERO! JOIN THE PTA! MEMBERSHIPS 48

by Mariah Rice 15T MEMBERSHIP NAME: DATE:
HADDRESS:
As a PTA member, you are taking an active
role in your child’s education and very few
things will be more important than that.
Congratulations! HOME PHONE: IMOBILE PHONE:
f E-IMIL ADDRESS:
7/ STUDENT NAME: GRIDE: ___| TEACHER:
STUDENT NAME : GRADE: TEACHER:
It is never too late to join, so now may be
the time for you. To become a PTA mem-
ber, fill out the registration form to the right
or the ones that come in the Thursday fold-
ers and send it to your child’s teacher along 2ND IMEMBERSHIP NAME: DATE:
with $8 (cash or check made out to “Beaver X
PTA”). We have a big surprise coming in ADDRESS:
January for the class with the highest mem-
bership.
HOME PHONE: MMOBILE PHONE
E-IVIIL ADDRESS :
beaver: STUDENT NAME: GRIDE: ____ TEACHER:
Tech STUDENT NAME: GRIDE TEACHER:
| ‘ J n Please return this form to school in a sealed envelope with payment of $8.00
"V()r)"Chﬂd' onevoice.” per membership. Please make checks payable to Beaver PTA. J

PAGE 5
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ART ROOM HAPPENINGS

by Dixie Nambo

Such exciting work is coming out of the Art Room as
we continue projects with an emphasis on color!

5" graders are finishing up their pop art portraits in-
spired by the artist Andy Warhol. More use of bold
color and contrasting patterns to come as they study
the work of Romero Britto and Keith Haring.

4™ grade continues to work on their weavings as they
explore color schemes and 3rd grade is finishing up
their watercolor landscapes.

2" grade has completed their watercolor owls and
have also learned the method of crayon resist. The
younger grades are creating pieces using primary and
secondary colors and have improved greatly with their
use of scissors and glue.

Congrats to Sth graders, Brittany Nguyen and Angie
Nguyen, as their artwork was chosen to represent our
school in the Annual GISD Winter Holiday Card Art
Contest.

Again, I am so excited to be here at Beaver Tech and

to share my love of art with your children. I am
amazed at the talent and the energy that I see in the
Art Room every day!

STAY CONNECTED

Stay Connected with Beaver Technology Center on
Twitter @BeaverMST_Stars. Don’t miss any im-
portant updates by turning on “mobile notifications”
under the settings tab  (the gear symbol) on the
@BeaverMST_Stars profile page!

Don’t forget to check the Beaver Technology Center
website (www.garlandisdschools.com/beaver) often
for the latest school info and calendar.

Subscribe to Beaver Tech’s eNotes by going to [
www.garlandisdschools.com/beaver click on the [@#

eNews icon and follow the instructions.

Follow Beaver Tech PTA on
Twitter (@BeaverPTA and
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
BeaverPTA). Handy QR codes
and links can be found on
page 3.

21st CENTURY LEARNING: PBL EXPLAINED

by Jason Adams

Over the last several weeks, you have probably heard your children talking about the PBL pro-
jects they have been working on at school. The purpose of this article is to provide clarity on what
PBL is and what is looks like in classrooms.

At Beaver MST we use the teaching method of Project Based Learning, or PBL, to enhance stu-
dent learning. A project motivates students to gain knowledge and remember it longer. Projects
give students the chance to apply the skills they learn in school to relevant and real-world situa-
tions. Your child also learns important skills in PBL, such as how to think critically, solve prob-
lems, work in teams, and make presentations. These skills will help students succeed in the fu-
ture, both in and beyond school.

PBL begins with students working together in groups to delve deep into learning and solve “real-
world” problems under the guidance of teachers. In this process, students develop a deeper un-
derstanding of the content by creating projects and presenting what they have learned to a public
audience. The PBL process forces students to move beyond worksheets and multiple choice an-
swer documents.

Projects include the following eight essential elements:

Significant Content-Projects are focused on specific standards and skills and are relevant to the
interests of students.

21st Century SKkills-Students use skills that are valuable for today’s learner, such as problem
solving, critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity/innovation.

In-Depth Inquiry-Students are engaged in a rigorous process of asking questions, reflection, and
developing answers/solutions.

Driving Questions-Projects focus on open-ended questions that engage learners and guide the
learning process.

Need to Know-Students need to comprehend concepts and apply skills in order to answer the
driving questions.

Voice and Choice-Students are given some choice about the products they create and how they
will share responsibilities.

Critique and Revision-Projects include opportunities for students to provide feedback and reflect
on their work, which allows them to make revisions and improve the overall quality of their
projects.

Public Audience-Students present their work to a public audience, such as other students, par-
ents, or community members.

Project Based Learning is so much more than students creating projects; it’s a process that embrac
es 21st century learning and helps prepare students for the world beyond school. If you have
questions about PBL or upcoming projects, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

PHOTO TIPS FROM KAT: IMAGE QUALITY

Always take your pictures at the highest possible resolution setting for
your camera. After capture, images can easily be adjusted to a more
manageable file size for email or web use. However, if you shoot at a
lower resolution and need to print those pictures, there will be signifi-
cant quality loss. Consult the print or online manual for your camera
model on how to make these and other adjustments.

Did you take an amazing picture at a school event, field trip or class party?
Please consider sharing it with your child’s teacher or with the yearbook staff
(beaverptayearbook@gmail.com). Check our PTA Facebook Page often for more
information and opportunities to share, as well. www.facebook.com/BeaverPTA
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2014-2015 BEAVER STAR CALENDAR

December 2014
Tu W Th Fri Sa D b
3 4 5 ecemper
Fall Picture Retakes

10 [11 12 ]13

22
5

%)

Dec/Jan Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed

IGH 17 |18 WM 20 | 4
23 24 25 26 5
15-18 Holiday Spirit Sticks Sold during lunch

Spirit Sticks sold during lunch

16  Choir Performance
19  Winter Parites/Early Dismissal
22-31 Winter Break

January

Winter Break

9 Spirit Sticks sold during lunch

19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School

Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for February

Issue

February

February Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed

Spirit Sticks sold during lunch

“Love” Spirit Sticks sold during lunch

Early Release

18 |19 |20 |21

26  Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for March Issue

28

March

Su M Tu W

s |

5 March Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed

6 Spirit Sticks sold during lunch

Th i 9-13  Spring Break
3 17 General PTA Meeting and Art Showcase
10 11 12 25  Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for April Issue
18 119 120 |21 | 30  STAAR TEST - 4th Grade Writing - Day 1
27 (28 5th Grade Math
31 STARR TEST - 4th Grade Writing - Day 2
5th Grade Reading

JEDI ACADEMY

=
A whilt takes to b n@paster dediPI? ! /‘ L/,g .;/"
g )

) NN

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

April
2 April Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed
3 Student/Staff Holiday
14 Health Fair Expo/Jam The Gym

21 STAAR TEST - 3rd & 4th Grade Math

22 STAAR TEST - 3rd & 4th Grade Reading
5th Grade Science
22 Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for May Issue
27  Student/Staff Holiday
30  May Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed

May
1 Spirit Sticks sold during lunch
Teacher Appreciation Week
12 General PTA Meeting and Choir Performance

Memorial Day-No School
June

4 Last Day of School/Early Dismissal

*All listings on this calendar are subject to change. Please check
your child’s Thursday Folder for up to date information regarding
school events and activities.
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Su M Tu W Th Fri

I

4 5 6 8

June 2015
1 12 |3 5
7 (8 |9 (10|11 1213
14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 |20
21 (22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27
28 |29 |30
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