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PTA'S PURPOSE

To make every child’s potential a reality by
engaging and empowering families and com-
munities to advocate for all children.

Be a hero! Join Today!
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CALLING ALL HEROES!

The PTA needs your help!

The following is a list of 2014-2015 PTA
Board and Chair positions available: Camival,
Hospitality, Council Delegate 2, Room Rep-
resentative Coordinator, and Website.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of
these positions or have any questions about
what these positions entail, please contact
Kassandra Hart at kassandra.hart@gmail.com

SUPER BIRTHDAYS

August 13 DeDee Flanagan
August 29 Jason Adams
September 1 Lolly Ahlgri
September 15 Nancy Vigil
September 16 Flavino Ortiz
September 28 Tiffany Clark
September 30 Lesli Raymond
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big thank you and welcome back to our returning families. You are our greatest strength
and greatest resource. Together, we can push Beaver Tech and our mission even further.
We are confident that the 2014-2015 school year is going to be another incredible year.

Most of you had the opportunity to meet the teachers and to visit classrooms at our Porch Party, but we
would also like to invite you to our Beaver Orientation, also known as “Meet the Teacher Night” on Thurs-
day, September 5, from 6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Teachers will share valuable information regarding the cur-
riculum, school events, classroom policies and procedures, volunteer opportunities, home-school communi-
cation, details about homework, etc. You will also have an opportunity to sign-up on the electronic grade
book to monitor student grades, learn how to access on-line resources to support learning from home, add
money and restrictions to lunch accounts, and access class blogs and web pages to stay current with school
events. Child care will be available so parents can meet the teachers without interruption.

I strongly encourage all parents to take the time to visit our school website at www.garlandisd.net/Beaver
and follow us on Twitter at @BeaverMST _Stars. Both are valuable resources and provide important infor-
mation regarding our school policies, procedures, and news updates. There is also a calendar of events so
you can plan ahead to reserve dates in your busy schedules. Please remember to refer to our school and
grade level websites throughout the year for the latest information.

When the family and school work together with high expectations for student achievement and citizenship,
students demonstrate greater success as positive, confident learners. I urge you to continue to support our
school, our teachers, and our programs. Your positive attitude and ongoing involvement make a significant
difference in building a better future for your children. Again, I look forward to working with you this year.
Your dedication and continued support is always appreciated.
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PTA NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

By Kassandra Hart, PTA President

Welcome back, Beaver Stars! I hope you all had a great summer vacation and are ready to return to school re-
freshed and eager to learn. My summer was busy with PTA training and planning for the upcoming school year,
and I’m excited about the changes we’re working towards.

Many of us now utilize electronic bill pay, online banking, and credit cards to make
everyday purchases. We want to make PTA purchases easier for Beaver families and
are working on accepting credit card payments. We are pairing up with Compass
Bank to provide merchant services and we hope you’ll find the added convenience a
valuable service provided by the PTA.

This year we get pick our own theme and we decided to go with, “Be a Superhero.”
Anyone can be a superhero to a student. Parents, teachers, and school staff regularly
fulfill this role when they encourage students to dream big, work hard, and challenge
themselves every day. They are the driving force behind continual improvements to
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our schools and education system. We’re going to carry this theme throughout the

year, celebrating all the superheroes that make Beaver Tech such a great place for our Stars.

Last year, the PTA completed two large projects: the purchase of a new sound system for the school ($5500),
and we contributed to the supplies needed for the first year of Clubs ($2000). The PTA board met at the begin-
ning of August, and we’re already setting goals for this next school year. We want to support Beaver Tech’s
goals for the school as a whole and the PTA’s mission of making every child’s potential a reality by engaging
and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.

If you want to help us reach our goals, we have the following positions on the PTA still open: Carnival, Council
Delegate 2, Hospitality, Room Representative Coordinator, and Website. You may not have the time to volun-
teer for a board position, and that’s ok. We still have need of volunteers in support roles such as committee
members or event volunteers. If you are interested in any of these positions, please contact me at kassan-
dra.hart@gmail.com for more information.

Time to go iron my cape.

By Heather Bryant

Welcome back Beaver Families! We are
excited to begin another fun filled year
here at Beaver Tech. Great news...this
year we are planning on taking another
approach to fundraising. Hopefully the
days of order form sales are behind us as
we search for new and fun ways to
raise funds. As most of you know by
now, our fall carnival is our biggest fund-
raiser and takes many months and a large
coordinated effort to plan and execute. Be
on the look out for ways you
can help. Let's get the Spirit Stick craze
started at Beaver. We introduced Spirit
Sticks last year and now it's your turn to
get in on the fun. Start by purchasing the
Beaver Tech spirit ring and then watch for
new spirit sticks to pop up. There will be
spirit sticks for purchase as well as ones
students can earn throughout the year. Be
on the lookout for the Beaver Spirit Table
at school events to see what is new.

SPRING-GREEK

(BARBEQUE)

SPIRIT NIGHT

By Heather Bryant

Hungry? Don't feel like cooking for your
family? Don't feel guilty, consider coming
out and joining us at our annual Restau-
rant Spirit night on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10th at Spring Creek BBQ in Fire-
wheel. Your friendly Beaver teachers and
staff will be on hand to serve up hot fresh
rolls and best of all, the school gets a por-
tion of the proceeds. No need for you to
cook and our school gets money
back...everybody wins! More information
will come home in your childs Thursday
folder. Hope to see you all there.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK

HTTP://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BEAVERPTA

STAY SUPER CONNECTED!

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

GBEAVERPTA
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PTA NEWS & ANNOHNCEMENTS
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ARTS IN EDUCATION

By Dee Portilla-Eakin

Edgar Degas once said “Art is not what you
see, but what you make others see.”

As this year's Arts in Education Chair, I
feel honored and privileged to be able to
promote artistic expression here at Beaver
Tech.

Throughout the school year your student
will have several opportunities to show off
his or her artistic abilities. For example, the
5th Grade Greeting Card Contest and the
upcoming Reflections Contest.

The Reflections theme for this year is “The
World Would Be A Better Place If...”

Be on the lookout for more information
about the many Arts in Education opportu-
nities that will be available for your student
to participate in throughout the year.

Volunteer Coordinator

By Esteban Mojica

Welcome back Beaver Tech families! 1
hope you enjoyed a nice summer vacation
and are ready to get back in gear this com-
ing school year. We have many exciting
things planned this coming year and hope
you can make a difference in our students’
lives. I am happy to announce the start of a
new program dedicated to helping dads get
more involved with your children. It’s
called Watch D. O. G. S. (Dads of Great
Students) which is a program designed to
help dads learn about their children and the
learning environment offered at Beaver.
Please be on the lookout for upcoming
announcements and invitations to our
launch party.

There are so many ways we can get in-
volved for the benefit of our students. I
hope that each and every one of you can
find time in your busy schedules to help
our children have fun while learning.
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HEALTHY ALTERNATIVES

By Christina Craig

Welcome back to school Beaver families. My name is Christina Craig and I am your Health and Safety Leg-
islation representative. For those families new to Beaver, I am an Oncology nurse at Baylor Hospital’s Sam-
mons Cancer Center in Dallas. I have a daughter entering 1% grade here at Beaver and a new baby at home.

The rate of obesity in our children is rising at an alarming rate. As many of you have probably already heard,
Michelle Obama has inspired a “Let’s Move” campaign. With that, many cafeterias have implemented
changes in food that is served to its students. Starting in July this year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
has issued new rules that pretty much ban schools from offering students the chance to buy any type of junk
food at all — even in the vending machines that are on campus but operated by independent companies.

Vending machines are only allowed to sell fruit, dairy products, whole-grain foods, lean-protein products or
vegetable items that are less than 200 calories for “snacks” and 350 calories for entrees. Along with this,
clubs will no longer be able to have bake sales in order to raise money, as bake sales do fall under this new
regulation.

The hope is that by schools providing healthier choices, children will be healthier.

There are ways that families can do things at home to help their children make better choices. Have your
children go shopping with you- allow them to pick out a new fruit or vegetable that you haven’t had before.

When you get home, research the fruit or vegetable and plan a recipe together.
LET’S

Studies show kids will try food more often when they are able to help plan and

prepare the food. Make it a challenge to have your kids eat 5-8 fruits and vegeta-
bles a day. Reward them with something other than sweets or food. Encourage
kids to get out every day and exercise. Make it a family event. Don’t use words
like diet- talk to your children about making healthy choices and show them how
you make healthy choices also. Lead by example.

Here’s to healthy and happy 2014-2015 school year.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

By Claudia Mojica

Hello Beaver Star Families and welcome to another exciting school year! I'm thrilled to be your Parent Involvement
Chairperson this year and we have many events, programs and workshops planned for this upcoming year for our families!
Beaver Tech encourages parents and families to be involved and active at school events through-
out the year. There is a positive connection between parent involvement and student success. So,
we try to plan events to bring Beaver families and Beaver Tech together. Here are some upcom-
ing events to save the date for:

Grandparents and Grand Friends Day- Friday, September 5™ : All Grandparents and Grand
Friends are invited to enjoy snacks and drinks to celebrate their special day on Sept. 5™ during the
student’s lunch time. We hope you’ll be able to join us!

Multi-Cultural Dinner, Tuesday, November 19" at 6pm— Mark your calendar for our Annual Multi-Cultural Din-
ner! Each grade level will perform and there will be food from many cultures represented at Beaver Tech. Be thinking of
what dish you would like to share!

If you would like to volunteer at these events, please call, text or email Esteban Mojica at 214-394-0207
or mremojica@gmail.com.

LIBRARY NEWS

By Cheryl Brooks

Welcome back to Beaver! I am so excited to
see the returning students and meet the new
students.

Our fall book fair will be September 22-26. It will be open 7:30 a.m. - 3:30
p-m. each day and 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 23. We will
need parent volunteers before, during, and after school. If you are available
to volunteer, please be sure to complete a volunteer form and email me at
cjbrooks@garlandisd.net.
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RESTORATION: A TWO BILLION HECTARE OPPORTUNITY

By Susan Elliott, Environmental

Every minute of every day for the past 13 years, the world has lost an area of forest the size of 50 soccer
fields.

-
The greatest tragedy is that much of the deforested land now has little value, A o/
economic or ecological. The World Resources Institute has mapped two billion I\
hectares (one hectare contains about 2.47 acres) of such degraded land -- equiva-
lent to twice the size of China. The good news is that much of it can be turned
from wasted, unused land into forests, agricultural fields, and other productive

uses.

Some countries are beginning to seize this opportunity. The Bonn Challenge, a global commitment for
restoration established in 2011, calls for 150 million hectares of land to be restored by 2020. Restoring this
amount of land could bring $84 billion in economic benefits annually and close the greenhouse gas
"emissions gap" by one-fifth.

Brazil, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Rwanda and the United States have already made commitments to the
Bonn Challenge, pledging to restore a collective 20 million hectares. This year could be a year of increased
momentum.

Information for this article from: http.//www.wri.org/blog/2014/01/7-stories-watch-2014

E-WASTE PROJECT CONTINUES BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

By Susan Elliott By Susan Elliott

We are continuing our E-Waste Recycling pro-
gram this year. The collection dates will be in
November, March, and May. Watch for a green
flyer with more complete information coming
home soon. In the meantime, please save your old

(4

electronics (working or not),
cell phones, hand held devic-
es, and printer cartridges. We

also recycle batteries. We will continue to collect BOX TOPS FOR EDU-

CATION, as in previous years. Box Tops can be
found on many products, not just cereal boxes. If
you collected them over the summer, please bring
them to the music room. Last year we raised
$1557.00, which made it possible for me to pur-
chase instruments, materials, and equipment for the
students to use.

Our collection company also
accepts: VHS tapes and
DVDs with original covers;
Books; Sporting Equipment; and Used Shoes and
Clothing.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES -DUE DATE

At this time of the year many of 9
the products feature double or

‘Qw&@% Ne
b el bonus Box Tops. Keep your eyes U
open for them.
Texas Texas
2012-2013 2011-2012 T
) om Thumb grocery stores now have an E-
Sy, Awﬂ& Sy Awﬂ& g ry

Articles for the October newsletter are due
Wednesday, September 24, 2014. If you
have any questions, comments, or sugges-
tions regarding the newsletter, please contact
me at kat@katspencer.com.

BoxTops program. E-BoxTops are awarded in addi-
tion to the Box Tops on the packages. The featured
products change from week to week. If you are a
Tom Thumb shopper, please sign up for the pro-
gram.

YEARBOOK
By Rebecca Thiehoff

Hi Beaver Star parents! My name is Rebecca
Thiehoff and I will be capturing your chil-
dren's school memories in my position as
Yearbook chair. You will see me taking pic-
tures at school events during the year. You
can also participate in the yearbook process by
submitting photos to me via e-mail at rebec-
ca4628@yahoo.com. You can also download
pictures to a disc and submit it to the office.
What makes the yearbook exciting for our
kiddos is that they are able to participate in the
final product.

We are excited to announce that this year we
will be offering the yearbook in 3D. The 3D
glasses will be included in the price. Not many
schools will be offering this, so don't miss the
chance to remember this year in a way that
will pop!

- )

The Porch Party will be your first opportunity
to purchase a yearbook, but there will be other
opportunities throughout the school year. Be
sure to look in your child's Thursday Folder
for more information on pricing and options
available.

Later in the year we will again offer Yearbook
Love Notes in which you can write a special
note to your child that will be printed inside
the yearbook. Space will be limited to 100
characters for an additional $5 cost.

MUSIC NOTES

by Susan Elliott

Welcome back for another year of making
music together. I’'m anxious to see my return-
ing students, and looking forward to meeting
new friends. We’ll start the semester by wel-
coming my student teacher, Mr. Perez. I look
forward to working with him, and seeing what
lessons he shares with us.
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By Kassandra Hart

The first day of school outfit is selected, backpacks are packed, and school supplies are ready. Welcome Beaver Stars to another great school year at Beaver
Tech! The PTA has already been working on the most exciting event of the year: FALL CARNIVAL! It’s a great opportunity for Beaver families to come
together to have a fun time at school!

DATE & THEME: SAVE THE DATE The 9" Annual Fall Carnival and Auction will be held Friday, October 17", This year’s theme is, “Be a Superhero!”
Come dressed up as your favorite superhero that night and enjoy the superhero themed festivities. Please save the date and bring the whole family!

GOAL: The Carnival and Auction is the largest fundraiser of the year. We have made $10,000+ each of the last two years and we’d like to continue that
trend! We have used these proceeds to purchase a shade structure for the playground, necessary equipment for Beaver Tech, needed supplies for the new
Clubs program, and to support many programs and services provided to Beaver Tech by the PTA. Let’s continue to make Beaver Tech one of the best
schools in GISD to attend!

VOLUNTEER: We need a Camival Chairman to oversee the planning of the camival this year - a point of contact to answer questions, facilitate meetings,
and organize carnival. You have the support of the PTA board. It’s important to all of us for the carnival to be a success!

We need to establish a carnival committee to assist in the planning and executing of carnival. Please lend a helping hand and sign up to be a part of the car-
nival committee. Volunteers are needed to hang signs, make games, run booths, concessions, and more. Please contact Esteban Mojica, Volunteer Coordi-
nator, at mremojica@gmail.com to sign up.

DONATE: Every year the PTA requests donations for the carnival from each grade level such as auction items, gift certificates, food, etc. More details will
be provided in your child’s Thursday folders in the weeks to come.

SPONSOR: Do you own or work for a business that would like to sponsor a carnival booth or showcase their products in a basket for the silent or live auc-
tions? For more information on sponsorship contact Esteban Mojica at mremojica@gmail.com. To donate to the Auction please contact Chelsea Jones and
Kelsie Taff at Beaverptaauction@yahoo.com.

BE A HERO! IOIN THE PTA! MEMBERSHIPS 48

BE YOUR KID'S SUPERHERQ! | 757 MEMBERSHIP NAME: DATE:
BE PTA! ADORESS:

By Mariah Rice

First 100 PTA members get a Spirit Stick! HOME PHONE: MMOEILE PHONE:

PTA’s mission is, “to make every child’s E-MAlL :

potential a reality by engaging and empow- " STUDENT NAME: GRADE: TEACHER:
ering families and communities to advocate

for all children.” In other words, we exist to | STYPENT NAME: GRADE: TEACHER:

help you be a part of your child’s education!

By joining with a $8.00 membership fee,
you are joining a network of families at Bea-
ver who will do what we can to support our MEMBERSHIP NAME: X
children and their education. We work 20 o ’ PHTE:
closely with our Principal, Mr. Adams, and ADDRESS:
the teachers at Beaver, to support them. )

Anyone and everyone can join, so sign up

today! Fill out and return the PTA form, y HOME PHONE: MOBILE PHONE:
along with $8.00 per joining member, to the
front office. E-IMAIL ADDRESS :

STUDENT NAME: GRIDE:  TEACHER:
beaver STUDENT NAME: GRIDE: _ TEACHER:

. P,n Please return this form to school in a sealed envelope with payment of $8.00

(’m’;')rchi]d.(y”(’voiccl‘" per membership. Please make checks payable to Beaver PTA.

||
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HOSPITALITY

The Hospitality Chairman position is open
for this next year. If you’re interested in
this position, please contact Kassandra
Hart at kassandra.hart@gmail.com or
214-457-1611.

In the meantime, the PTA board will be
handling the responsibilities of this posi-
tion. Please check your child’s Thursday
folder for opportunities to donate food or
time to Hospitality events.

The PTA board welcomed teachers and
staff back with a luncheon on Friday,
August 22™. We appreciate all you do to
make Beaver Tech such a great school!

CAMPUS & COMMUNITY

Save the date for our 4th Annual Commu-
nity and Picnic on March 7, 2015. Bring
the whole family, a pair of work gloves
and be ready to do your part to keep the
Beaver Tech campus and surrounding
neighborhood litter free.

Stay for a picnic lunch, sponsored by the
PTA, with your fellow Beaver Star Vol-
unteers. We appreciate all that you do!

STAY CONNECTED

Stay Connected with Beaver Technology
Center on Twitter @BeaverMST_Stars.
Don’t miss any important updates by
turning on “mobile notifications” under
the settings tab (the gear symbol) on the
@BeaverMST _Stars profile page!

Don’t forget to check the Beaver Technol-
ogy Center often for the latest school info
and calendar.

Subscribe to Beaver Tech’s eNotes by
going to www.garlandisdschools.com/
beaver click on the eNews icon and fol-
low the instructions.

COMMUNICATION - A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

By Kat Spencer

Throughout this newsletter you will find several ways to stay connected to the PTA and Beaver Tech. I highly
encourage you to take advantage of each one. The PTA works closely with the administration, teachers and staff
to keep you informed. However, sometimes you can't rely on paper communication. If you don't want to miss a
thing, please follow us on Facebook http:/www.facebook.com/BeaverPTA and on Twitter @BeaverPTA. You
can find a convenient QR code within this edition on page 2 that will take you directly to where you need to be.

I also urge you to follow both Beaver Tech's official Twitter @BeaverMST_Stars and GISD’s @gisdnews.
Please do not forget to receive mobile notifications. You can do this on the profile page of any twitter account
by clicking on the settings icon (gear icon) and checking the "get mobile notifications" option so you don't miss
a thing. This will send an alert directly to your smartphone whenever they post. This option is great for people
that don’t actively use Twitter.

You can also subscribe to receive notifications from the Facebook page each time we post. After clicking “like”
on the page, hover over the “Liked” button and click “Get Notifications.” This way our posts won’t get lost in
your news feed.

It is my goal this year to provide various and reliable sources of communication. I urge you to interact (like,
comment, and retweet.) It helps spread the word and keep everyone on the same page.

If you have important information or pictures you would like to share from school events on our Facebook or
twitter page, please do not hesitate to email me kat@katspencer.com and don’t forget to send them to the year-
book, too.

You will notice a different layout to the newsletter this year and I hope you find that it fits with this year's PTA
theme "Be A Superhero!" Our theme is not only meant to engage our kids, but you, the parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles and friends, too. You are their hero! Don't be a stranger. Your kid will love to see you up at school
and so will we! Thanks for being our heroes!

SUPER PARENTS, THE AUCTION COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP!

By Chelsea Jones

Did you know that the annual silent and live auctions at the fall carnival help the Beaver PTA do really cool
things for your kid? In years past, the funds raised have gone toward shade for the playground, classroom
equipment, and starting the really fun Friday clubs!

This year we are asking for YOUR help. If you know of a company that would be able to donate to our auc-
tion, please contact us! Maybe you know someone who works at a restaurant or movie theater? Maybe you
have a craft or handmade item you can contribute? Donations are tax deductible,
and so much more fun than selling wrapping paper or magazine subscrip-
tions!

Be on the lookout for more information and ways your family can help.

Thank you! Your auction co-chairs,
Chelsea Jones and Kelsie Taff
BeaverPTAauction@yahoo.com

Jason Adams, Principal
3232 March Lane, Garland, TX 75042
972.494.8301

Sheri Flinn, Assistant Principal
Marcie Romero, Counselor
Kassandra Hart, PTA President
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2014-2015 BEAVER STAR CALENDAR

August 2014
Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa
1 12

3 14 |5 16 |7 [8 |9
10 |11 ]12 |13 |14 [ 15]16
17 118 119 {20 23
24 26 |27 128 129 130
31

September 2014

Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa

5 ©
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Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa

November 2014
Th Fri Sa

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

August

21 Porch Party

22 Aug/Sept Issue of Beaver Star Gazette
Distributed

22 Teacher & Staff Luncheon hosted by the PTA

25  First Day of School
September
1 Labor Day - No School

4 Back to School Orientation 6-7pm

5 Grandparents & Grandfriends Day.
Treats hosted by the PTA

10 Spring Creek Spirit Night 5-9pm
22-26 Fall Book Fair
23 General PTA Meeting

24 Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for October

Issue
October
2 October Issue of Beaver Star Gazette
Distributed

6 State Fair Day-No School
17 9th Annual Fall Carnival

22 Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for
November Issue

29  Fall Pictures/Early Release

30  November Issue of Beaver Star Gazette
Distributed

November
4 Membership Drive Event
18 Multi-Cultural Night

19 Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for Dec/Jan
Issue

24-28 Thanksgiving Break
December

3 Fall Picture Retakes

16  Choir Performance

19  Early Dismissal

22-31 Winter Break

January
1-5  Winter Break
19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School

28  Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for February
Issue

February

5 February Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distrib-
uted

25  Early Release

26  Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for March
Issue

March

5 March Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed
7 4th Annual Community Cleanup and Picnic
9-13  Spring Break

17 General PTA Meeting and Art Showcase

25  Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for April
Issue

April
2 April Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed
3 Student/Staff Holiday
14 Health Fair Expo/Jam The Gym
22 Beaver Star Gazette Articles Due for May Issue
27  Student/Staff Holiday

30  May Issue of Beaver Star Gazette Distributed
May

4-8  Teacher Appreciation Week
12 General PTA Meeting and Choir Performance

25 Memorial Day-No School

June

4 Last Day of School/Early Dismissal

*All listings on this calendar are subject to change. Please
check your child’s Thursday Folder for up to date information
regarding school events and activities.

January 2015
Su M Tu W

Th Fri
i |2

M Tu W

Th Fri Sa
c K

12

Su M Tu W

Th Fri Sa

June 2015
1 12 |3 5 |6
7 18 |9 |10 |11 |12 |13
14 (15 )16 |17 |18 |19 |20
21122123 |24 |25 |26 |27
28 129 130
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