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T h e  B e a v e r  G a z e t t e 

For Awesome  

carnival action! EXTRA! EXTRA! 

BEAVER TECH NEWS 

by Jason Adams, Principal 

Dear Beaver Families, 

Thank you for your participation with our school carnival a few weeks ago. It was 
a great success! I would like to give a special thank you to our PTA board mem-
bers and the carnival planning committee for their countless hours of planning and 
preparation. The strong commitment from parents and families is one of the things 
that makes Beaver such a special place. Your contributions are appreciated. 

If you have not already signed up to be a volunteer here at Beaver Tech, this is the 
month to do it! Even if you are a working parent, you can participate in a number 
of ways! You can help out by volunteering to chaperone one of our many field 
trips, by donating cans of food for our upcoming annual food drive, by attending 
our multi-cultural dinner on Tuesday, November 18th at 6:00 p.m. or by volun-
teering to help out at UIL Plus competition on November 20th. 

All field trips and school activities, from the food drive to our UIL academic competition, help enrich 
studentsô experiences at school, but we canôt do them without your help. To all our volunteers and par-
ents, we are so grateful for what you do for our staff and students each day. 

If you have not yet volunteered, donôt miss out on an opportunity to see what our school does for kids. 
You will get to know other parents (a must as your child gets older!), your childôs teachers and friends, 
and the staff at our school. In whatever way you can volunteer, your time and efforts are appreciated and 
worthwhile.  Forms are available in the front office or on the PTA tab on the Beaver Tech website. 
Thank you for all of your support. 

I hope you enjoy the Thanksgiving break and that you get some time to relax with family and friends. 

Thankfully,  

Mr. Adams 

PTAõS PURPOSE 
To make every childôs potential a reality by 
engaging and empowering families and com-
munities to advocate for all children. 

Be a hero! Join Today! 
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CALLING ALL HEROES! 
The PTA needs your help! 

The following is a list of 2014-2015 PTA 
Board and Chair positions available: Website. 

If you are interested in volunteering for any of 
these positions or have any questions about 
what these positions entail, please contact  
Kassandra Hart at kassandra.hart@gmail.com  

SUPER BIRTHDAYS 
November 3                  Mistylynn Calkin  
November 14              Ashley Dean 

November 29              Chelsea Hill  
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PTA NEWS & Announcements 
PTA NEWS 

by Kassandra Hart, PTA President 

November is the time when we reflect on what weôre thankful for.  Thereôs a lot that Iôm thankful for like cooler weather, family, friends, and good health, 
but Iôm especially thankful for the great group of volunteers that I work with here at Beaver Tech. 

We didnôt have a Carnival Chairman this year.  So, we rolled up our sleeves and dug into what amounts to months of planning and 
countless volunteer hours to plan carnival as a group.  We divided up the tasks, met often, and tried very hard to organize an event that 
would be fun for the families here at Beaver and raise money at the same time. 

The 9th Annual Fall Carnival and Auction was the most successful weôve ever had.  We were able to raise over $15,000.00 between 
carnival and auction.   Thank you to everyone that had a hand in planning carnival and auction and a big thank you to everyone that 
came out and enjoyed carnival and participated in the silent and live auctions! 

Why do we do this?  So, we can help provide the students at Beaver Tech with an exceptional education.  As you know by now, learn-
ing at Beaver Tech goes well beyond books and worksheets.   

Last month I talked a bit about the four PTA goals for this year.  The PTA board met with Mr. Adams and came up with four areas that 
we want to concentrate our funds to best support Beaver Tech this year.  We are helping teachers purchase necessary educational resources and materials for 
their classrooms.  We are planning multiple educational programs for parents and students at Beaver Tech.  We have purchased a special spirit ring for every 
Beaver Tech student and spirit sticks that support Beaver Techôs Character and Leadership program.  The spirit rings will be handed out during Red Ribbon 
Week and spirit sticks will be awarded to students throughout the school year by Mr. Adams, Mrs. Romero, and other staff members.  And lastly, Mr. Adams 
is working on new club activities that our students are going to love.  Itôs wonderful to know that weôll be able to continue to financially support these efforts 
and provide our children with learning experiences that they would not receive at any other school. 

Having a successful carnival and auction also means that as a PTA we are able provide more services to the families at Beaver Tech.  Did you know that 
school supply packages are not a fundraiser for the PTA?  We negotiate a bulk rate and pass those savings directly on to you.  The PTA takes pictures all 
year long and spends hours putting the yearbook together.  The yearbook is priced to cover expenses; it is not a fundraiser.  Lastly, it's not free for us to pro-
vide the ability to accept credit card payments to the families at Beaver, but we think it's worth the cost to provide this valuable service and convenience. 

These are just a few examples of how the PTA tries to balance our need to raise funds and our desire to provide services to the students, families, teachers, 
and staff at Beaver Tech. 

SPIRIT STCKS 
by Heather Bryant 

The fun has just begun! Beaver Stars have started 
their Spirit Stick collections, have you?   Remember, 
you can get in on the fun on the first Friday of every 
month during lunches.  Spirit Sticks are $1 each and 
there will be new ones to collect all the time.   On 
Friday November 7th, be on the lookout for some new 
Thanksgiving ones.  See you there! 

  
 

The dates for Spirit Stick sales will be: 

November 7, 2014 March 6, 2015 

December 5, 2014 April 10, 2015 

January 2, 2015  May 1, 2015 

February 6, 2015  

 

 

 

SPOOKTACULAR SPIRIT STICKS 
If you haven't gotten your special Halloween spirit 
sticks, itôs not too late.  During lunch tomorrow, Oc-
tober 31st, you can still get in on the fun by bringing 
your dollars to buy spirit sticks.  Some fun ones that 
are for sale this week are witches, pumpkins, and 
more.  Buy some for your friends or just buy them for 
yourself!  Don't miss out. There wonôt be another 
chance to get these.   
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YEARBOOK 
 
by Rebecca Thiehoff 
 
Hi Beaver Stars! I hope everyone enjoyed carnival. 
I took quite a few pictures for the yearbook. If you 
took any pictures of your family at either the carni-
val or other school event and would like the chance to 
see them in the yearbook then please email them to 
me at rebecca4628@yahoo.com. You can also sub-
mit a photo CD to the office labeled "Yearbook." I 
love putting your pictures in the yearbook. 
 
Our other big announcement is the start of the Year-
book Cover Contest. The contest starts on November 
3rd and our theme is "Be A Hero." This year entrants 
will be able to use color pencils for their drawings. 
We will be sending home entry forms with contest 
details soon, so be on the lookout. Extra entry forms 
will be available in the front office. Entries are due 
November 20th and the lucky winner will be chosen 
by Beaver Tech students, so donôt forget to vote. 

I also want to re-
mind everyone that 
we are still selling 
our 3D yearbooks 
at $20 each. Order 
forms will be avail-
able in the office 
and will continue to 
come home in your 
Thursday folders.  



PTA NEWS & Announcements 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

by Claudia Mojica 

Are you ready for fun, food and fellowship 
again?  You guessed it, Multi-Cultural Dinner is 
right around the corner!  We are asking that you 
pull out your secret family recipes and make a 
dish to be famous for.  The Multi-Cultural Din-
ner has been a school and family favorite for 
many years and this year will be very special as 
well.  

The event will be held on 
Tuesday, November 18th 
from 6 - 8pm. Entertain-
ment will be provided by 
our very own Beaver stu-
dents.  Flyers will be dis-
tributed in the coming 
weeks, so please be sure 
to check your Thursday 
folders regularly.   

Stay Super Connected! 

¯Like° us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/BeaverPTA 

Follow us on Twitter 

@BeaverPTA 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

by Esteban Mojica 

I would like to give a 
very special thank you to 
all the parents and family 
members who volun-
teered for Carnival.  Your 
efforts helped make Car-
nival a huge success for our school and our 
children.  But wait, the fun isn't over!  Our 
Multi-Cultural Dinner is coming up fast and 
we could use your help in setting up and 
serving food for the event.  Please send an 
email to beaverptavolunteer@gmail.com if 
you would like to help.  Flyers will also go 
out in the coming weeks. 

If you would like to receive updates and re-
quests via email, please contact us at the 
email listed above.  We have a great deal of 
PTA members who only have a cell number 
as their form of contact and want to make 
sure you get every update in a timely manner. 

AUCTION 
by Chelsea Jones 

Wow! The 9th annual Beaver Tech Silent and Live Auctions were the most successful ever, raising over 

$7,000 for our school! This money goes a long way toward school clubs, fun activities, and classroom necessi-

ties every year. And wasn't it so much more fun than going door to door selling wrapping paper or maga-

zines??  

This year was our first time to try a raffle and it was really fun to give away so many items. Thank you to all 

of you who made the auctions possible, including Beaver teachers and staff who came up with such amazing 

date ideas, the volunteers who helped the day of the event, Mr. Spurlock and JJ Jones (Lily's dad) for agreeing 

to be our SUPER emcees, and most of all, parents like you who contributed to the class baskets and bid on 

teacher dates. We also would like to send a huge thank you 

to all of our donors this year. Please take a minute to read 

through the complete list of donors for the auction and 

carnival on the back of the newsletter. If you are interested 

in helping with the auction next year and would like more 

information, please contact us. 

 

Your auction co-chair, Chelsea Jones 

Beaverptaauction@yahoo.com 
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NOTES FROM MUSIC 

by Susan Elliott 

With cold and flu season approaching, and with 

current health concerns, I have requested that all 4th 

graders purchase their own recorders this year. I 

have pre-ordered high quality instruments. Because 

I ordered them in bulk directly from the company, I 

was able to get them for $6.00, which is an excel-

lent price. Still, some of our students will have 

difficulty being able to afford a recorder.  

I want to avoid having students with dollar and toy 

department recorders, which are designed as toys, 

not instruments. They play out of tune, are difficult 

to play, and crack easily.  

If you are able to help, donations would be appreci-
ated. All donations will be kept anonymous.  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

by Susan Elliot 

Thanks for your continued support of our 

Box Tops program. The money raised from 

Box Tops goes to make purchases of 

equipment that we could not otherwise 

afford. I hope to purchase some iPad minis 

this year, so keep clipping Box Tops! 

At http://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
you will find other online ways to earn Box 
Tops for our school.  

mailto:Beaverptaauction@yahoo.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com/


  
PTA President 

Kassandra Hart 

Kassandra.hart@gmail.com 

  мǎǘ ±t ƻŦ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

Mariah Rice 

ryan0mariah@verizon.net 

  
2nd VP of Fundraising 

Heather Bryant 

hbryant1120@gmail.com  

  
3rd VP of Communications 

Kat Spencer 

kat@katspencer.com 

  
Treasurer 

Cash Craig 

Cwcraig@hotmail.com  

  
Secretary 

Heidi Judy 

heidibjudy@gmail.com 

  
Parliamentarian 

Jennifer Vandertulip 

JLVander@garlandisd.net 

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD PTA BOARD AND CHAIRMEN  

  
Arts in Education 

Dee Portilla-Eakin  

deidre.eakin@gmail.com  

  
Auction 

Chelsea Jones 

chelsea2184@yahoo.com  

  
Auction 

Kelsie Taff 

kelsietaff@gmail.com 

  
Carnival 

OPEN 

  
Council Delegate (1) 

Amy Hill 

ahill972@mac.com  

  
Council Delegate (2) 

Felicia Thornhill 

feliciathornhill@yahoo.com  

  
Environmental 

Susan Elliott 

SDElliott@garlandisd.net 

PTA NEWS & Announcements 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
by Valerie McElroy 

Beaver Stars have been busy in P.E.! We have learned some important facts about our bones and focused on 

keeping them strong and healthy. K-3rd graders have played fun fall games incorporating locomotor skills 

and movement. 4th and 5th graders enjoyed some exciting volleyball games which showcased their over-

hand and underhand passes. All these activities helped us with sportsmanship and we proudly named our 

first Sportsmanship Award winners from each of our P.E. classes. 

We are proud to participate in the Dallas Stars Fitness Stars challenges. The goal of this program is to teach 

children the importance of healthy eating and keep them active through fun and unique physical activities. 

Students are working in their P.E. class on completing each of the 5 challenges. 

In November, we look forward to improving our upper body strength and coordination on the climbing wall. 

K-3rd graders will be practicing their underhand and overhand throws with a variety of manipulatives and 

games. 4th and 5th graders are learning football skills. We will also learn more about the muscles of the 

human body. Encourage your child to play outside to get the recommended 60 minutes per day physical 

activity!  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES -DUE DATE 
 
Articles for the December/Janueary edition of the  
newsletter are due Friday, November 19, 2014.  
If you have any questions, comments, or sugges-
tions regarding the newsletter, please contact me 
at kat@katspencer.com. 

  
Bilingual Liaison 

Leslie Presa 

leslieismee@gmail.com  

  
Health, Safety, & Legislation 

Christina Craig 

Christina.craig@usoncology.com 

  
Hospitality 

Melissa Elliott 

melliott0508@yahoo.com 

  
Parent Involvement 

Claudia Mojica 

csmojica26@gmail.com 

  
Room Rep. Coordinator 

Johanna Herrador 

johannaherrador@gmail.com  

  
Volunteer Coordinator 

Esteban Mojica 

mremojica@gmail.com 

  
Yearbook  

Rebecca Thiehoff 

rebecca4628@yahoo.com 
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HOSPITALITY 
by Melissa Elliott 

Thank you to all Beaver families for making Oc-
toberôs teacher and staff Yogurt Bar a success. 
   
This month, 4th grade  families will  host a 
ñSnack Treat,ò but if you would like to help 
please feel free to donate food items. 
  
The PTA will be hosting a luncheon and gift 
wrapping for teachers in December. Please watch 
your Thursday folders for further information 
and  volunteer opportunities. 
  
I am always open to any suggestions to ensure we 
express our appreciation to our staff and teachers. 
I can be reached at melliott0508@yahoo.com 

PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST  

Thank you to all the students and families that partic-

ipated in the Pumpkin Decorating Contest this year. 

This is another one of our favorite events, here at 

Beaver Tech, and there were so 

many great pumpkins on dis-

play.  Great work, everybody!! 

Best Overall - Connor Emes 

Most Creative - Aryana Powers 

Scariest - Eden Spencer 

Best Character - Arianna Thornhill 

Best Superhero - Brendon Lam 

The Texas PTA has honored us, once again with 

the Gold Newsletter Award for the 2013-2014 

school year. Thatôs three years in a row! Con-

gratulations to last yearôs newsletter editor, Kas-

sandra Hart, for all the hard work and to all of 

those that contributed monthly.  

E-WASTE  

by Susan Elliott 

Our first E-Waste 

Recycling collection 

day is almost here. It 

will take place on 

Friday, November 

14. With holidays 

around the corner, 

this is the perfect 

time to clean out 

your old electronics.  

We take just about anything that runs on a 

plug or battery, working or not. We take 

computers, computer peripherals, computer 

components, even computers with compo-

nents missing. The best money makers are 

cell phones, hand held devices, laptops, 

and printer cartridges. We also recycle 

batteries, sporting equipment, books, and 

used clothing and shoes. 

Please look over the green flyer that was sent 

home a few weeks ago for a complete list of 

the many items that we collect.  

Your recycling is good for the planet our 

children will inherit, and it raises money for 

Beaver. Thanks for your help. 
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Be  A Hero!  Join the PTA!  Memberships $8 
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STUDENT NAMEΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ GRADE: ψψψψ  TEACHER: ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

STUDENT NAMEΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ GRADE: ψψψψ  TEACHER: ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
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 Please return this form to school in a sealed envelope with payment of $8.00  

per membership. Please make checks payable to Beaver PTA.  

SHARING THE ROAD SAFELY WITH SCHOOL BUSES 

by Susan Elliott, Environmental Chair 

School buses are one of the safest forms of transportation on the road today. In fact, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration, riding a bus to school is 13 times safer than riding in a passenger vehicle and 10 times safer than walking to school.  

The reality of school bus safety is that more children are hurt outside the bus than inside as passengers. Most of the children who lose their lives in bus-

related crashes are pedestrians, four to seven years old, who are hit by the bus or by motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus. For this reason, it is 

necessary to know the proper laws and procedures for sharing the road safely with school buses: 

All 50 states have a law making it illegal to pass a school bus that is stopped to load or unload children. 

School buses use yellow flashing lights to alert motorists that they are preparing to stop to load or unload children. Red flashing lights and an extended 

stop sign arm signals to motorists that the bus is stopped and children are getting on or off the bus. 

All 50 states require that traffic in both directions stop on undivided roadways when students are entering or exiting a school bus. 

While state laws vary on what is required on a divided roadway, in all cases, traffic behind the school bus (traveling in the same direction) must stop. 

The area 10 feet around a school bus is where children are in the most danger of being hit. Stop your car far enough from the bus to allow children the 

necessary space to safely enter and exit the bus. Be alert. Children are unpredictable. Children walking to or from their bus are usually very com-

fortable with their surroundings. This makes them more likely to take risks, ignore hazards or fail to look both ways when crossing the street. 

Never pass a school bus on the right. It is illegal and could have tragic consequences. 

The source of information contained in this article comes from the National Safety Council:  

http://www.nsc.org/safety_home/SafetyObservances/Documents/Back%20to%20School%202014/Back-to-School-Tips-for-motorists.pdf 

BE YOUR KIDõS SUPERHERO!  
BE PTA! 
 
by Mariah Rice  
   
Thank you to all who have joined the PTA! 

Beaver PTA has won the Early Bird Award 

from the Texas PTA ñfor reporting and 

remitting dues for at least 75% of our previ-

ous yearôs membership total by September 

30."  We have over 200 member so far.   

As a PTA member, you are taking an active 

role in your child's education, and very few 

things will be more important to your stu-

dent than that. Congratulations!  It is never 

to too late to join, so now may be the time 

for you. To become a PTA member, fill out 

the registration form to the right or the ones 

that come in the Thursday folders and send 

it to your child's teacher along with $8.00 

(cash or check made out to "Beaver 

PTA").  We have a big surprise coming in 

January for the class with the highest mem-

bership. 

http://www.nsc.org/safety_home/SafetyObservances/Documents/Back%20to%20School%202014/Back-to-School-Tips-for-motorists.pdf
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STAY CONNECTED  

Stay Connected with Beaver   Technology 

Center on Twitter @BeaverMST_Stars. 

Donôt miss any important updates by turning 

on ñmobile notificationsò under the settings 

tab   (the gear symbol) on the 

@BeaverMST_Stars profile page! 

Donôt forget to check the Beaver Technology 

Center website often for the latest school info 

and calendar. 

Subscribe to Beaver Techôs eNotes by going 

to www.garlandisdschools.com/beaver click 

on the eNews icon and follow the instruc-

tions. 

Follow Beaver Tech PTA on Twitter and 

Facebook. Handy QR codes and links can be 

found on page 2.  

FLU SEASON 

by Christina Craig 

Itôs that time of year againééFLU season.  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends a 

flu vaccine for all persons over the age of 6 months.  There are many places to receive a flu vaccine- 

your doctorôs office, the local department of health, CVS, Walgreens, and sometimes at your place of 

employment.  Even though you get a flu vaccine, you can still become sick with the flu.   

Some important information to know about the flu vaccine: 

you may run a low grade fever and feel achy for 24-48 hours 

after the shot (THIS IS COMPLETELY NORMAL. Talk to 

your doctor ahead of time on what to do for this), you can be 

exposed to the flu virus and come down with the flu before 

the vaccine takes effect (this doesnôt mean the shot was inef-

fective, it means your immunity wasnôt fully intact yet); it 

takes 14 days to develop immunity; lastly getting the flu vac-

cine doesnôt prevent you from getting the flu but can drasti-

cally reduce the symptoms.  Good preventions are good hand 

washing (with soap and warm water), covering your nose and 

mouth with a Kleenex or the back of your arm when coughing 

or sneezing, using anti-bacterial hand gels when out in public 

and being mindful around people who have fevers. 

Signs and symptoms you may have the flu: fevers, chills, body aches, nausea, vomiting or diar-

rhea.  The best treatment is early treatment: staying hydrated, notifying your MD so that a flu test can 

be done and you can be prescribed Tamiflu, if appropriate, and rest.   

Did you take an amazing picture at a school event, field trip or 

class party? Please consider sharing it with your childôs teacher 

or with the yearbook staff (rebecca4628@yahoo.com). Check our 

Facebook Page often for opportunities to share there, as well. 

ART ROOM HAPPENINGS 
by Dixie Nambo 

Hello Beaver Families! My name is Dixie Nambo 
and I am the new art teacher here at Beaver Tech.  
I am thrilled to be a part of this great school with 
such awesome students and staff.  

Studio 57, aka ñThe Art Roomò, is a place of ex-
citement and energy as students learn about artists, 
art styles and the role of art throughout history. It 
is also a place to get quiet, to focus and to reflect 
as students create their own masterpieces.  Stu-
dents will be able to experience working with a 
variety of materials and also learn specific tech-
niques which will enhance their artistic skills.  

Student work will be rotated and on display 
throughout the school all year long. They will also 
have the opportunity to participate in the annual 
GISD Elementary Art Show and our own Beaver 
Tech Art Show. More details to come on these two 
events. 

Please share in the excitement when students bring 
home their work! They have spent much time and 
energy creating their pieces. Allow them to explain 
their ideas and the process involved in making 
their art.  

This will be my 16th year of teaching art at the 
elementary level. Before my teaching career, I 
worked in advertising after studying Fine Art and 
Design at California State University in Los Ange-
les. I call Texas my home since I have lived here 
most of my life. 

 I look forward every day 
to sharing my knowledge 
and love of art with my 
students and I am so hap-
py to be part the great 
energy at this school. 
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CARNIVAL 

By Kassandra Hart 

I love it when a good plan comes together.  We worked so hard to plan carnival this year and our hard work has paid off because this was the most successful 
Carnival and Auction Beaver Tech has ever had.  We were able to raise over $15,000.00! 

A special thanks to following people for their contributions to carnival: 

Heather Bryant for planning and building all the new midway games for carnival, helping with presales and with the auction.   

Christina Cash for organizing the wristbands and tickets, booking the DJ, and helping with presales. 

Amy Hill for your work organizing the inflatables and dunk tank, contacting Dippinô Dots, and finding a great train for the event. 

Kat Spencer for sponsor advertising via Facebook and the newsletter, the great carnival posters and carnival program, and for hosting the photo booth. 

Mariah Rice for your help in organizing the Regular Concessions. 

Rebecca Thiehoff for contacting the North Garland High School National Honor Society students to 
volunteer and taking pictures at carnival. 

Esteban Mojica for organizing the carnival volunteers. 

Felicia Thornhill for organizing the Beaver Salon. 

Monica Aldana for organizing and running the Latin Concessions. 

Kelsie Taff for contacting Kona Ice to come to our event. 

Mr. Diaz for all your help leading up to carnival and for manning the grill carnival night. 

Mrs. Elliott donated 200 hotdogs and buns to carnival concessions.  We appreciate that so much!  It reduc-
es our carnival expenses and weôre able to sell them for 100% profit. 

GISD loaned us the outdoor lights so we could keep the carnival going until 7:30 p.m. 

South Garland High School Cosmetology students volunteered to work the Beaver Salon to practice their skills with face painting, nail painting, and feather 
hair extensions.   

North Garland High School National Honor Society and MST students volunteered to work carnival for volunteer hours.  We are so thankful they volunteer 
every year to help us with carnival!   It means more Beaver Tech parents get to enjoy carnival with their children instead of having to work carnival as a 
volunteer. 

A big thank you to all the Beaver parents that signed up to work carnival.  Even with student volunteers, we still need adults to volunteer to oversee key areas 
of carnival and to keep things running smoothly. 
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